Parnell
outside, beyond the reach of the sea* The whole incident,
it is to be suspected, had been arranged by the hostess to
infuse a little wholesome excitement among her country
guests* * * ."
Miss Cobbe continues her account of Mrs. Evans with
this story of her church-going:
" Our small village church at Donabate was not often
honoured by this lady's presence, but one Sunday she saw fit
to attend service with some visitors; and a big dog unluckily
followed her into the pew and lay extended on the floor,
which he proceeded to beat with his tail after the manner of
impatient dogs under durance* This disturbance was too
much for the poor parson, who did not love Mrs* Evans*
As he proceeded with the service, and the rappings were
repeated again and again, his patience gave way, and he read
out this extraordinary lesson to his astonished congregation:
4 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself* Turn
out that dog, if you please! It's extremely wrong to bring a
dog into church V "
Mrs* Dickinson gives an account of a groom at Avondale,
called James, which might have been lifted from Lever*
This man was of drunken habits, and had, after giving much
cause for complaint, been told that he must either sign the
pledge or leave his employment* He elected to sign the
pledge* " One morning the party was assembled at eight
o'clock in the dining-room for breakfast, both ladies and
gentlemen in hunting costume, prior to starting for the day's
sport* James knocked at the door, and on being told to
come in, entered* In plain and forcible language he informed
the company in general, and me in particular, that he was
too 4 intoxicated * to ride after me that day* He said he
thought it best to let me know beforehand, as if he were to
mount a horse in his condition some irremediable mischief
might ensue* Moreover, like a true son of Adam, he blamed